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UNCLAS BEIRUT 2050 

E.O. 11652N/A 
TAGS: ECON, EWWT, LE 

SUBJ: BEIRUT PORT-RESUMPTION OF ACTIVITY 

1 . BEIRUT PORT ACTIVITY RESUMED IN EARLY FEBRUARY, FOLLOWING 
THE CIVIL STRIFE, BUT IT WAS ONLY TOWARD THE END OF THE MONTH 
THAT THERE WAS SUBSTANTIAL ACTIVITY. THUS BY FEBRUARY 20, 
ABOUT 5,000 TONS OF GOODS WERE REMOVED FROM THE PORT AREA 

A DAY, AS AGAINST ABOUT 9,000 TONS BEFORE HOSTILITIES STARTED. 
WITH OVER 1,000 WORKERS HAVING RETURNED THE LABOR SUPPLY 
WAS ADEQUATE. 

2. FOLLOWING AN APPEAL BY THE MERCHANT'S ASSOCIATION TO THE 
GOVT, A SURCHAGE ON PORT STORAGE FEES, PUT INTO EFFECT A YEAR 
AGO TO REDUCE OVERCROWDED FACILITIES, WAS REMOVD, EFFEC- 
TIVE RETROACTIVELY. 

3. OF THE 285,000 SQUARE METERS OF COVERED PORT WAREHOUS- 
ING, IT S ESTIMATED THAT ABOUT 8 PERCENT WAS DESTROYED. ALSO 
DESTROYED WAS ABOUT 1 PERCENT OF THE 423,000 SQUARE METERS 
UNCOVERED SPACE. OVER 200 PIECES OF PORT MACHINERY AND 
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EQUIPMENT WERE DAMAGED AND ARE BEING EITHER REPLACED 
OR REPAIRED. 
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4. REGARDING PORT TRAFFIC, 34 VESSELS WERE ANCHORED IN 
THE HARBOR AS OF MARCH 3, AND 150 WERE REPORTEDLY 

ON THE WAY. (TWO LARGE SHIPPING COMPANIES ARE EXPECTED 
TO BRING TOURISTS TO LEBANON IN APRIL.) 

5. A CHAMGER OF CMMERCE MISSION TO THE VARIOUS 

PORTS IN THE REGION WHERE GOODS DESTINED FOR BEIRUT WERE UNLOADED 
HAS BEEN QUITE SUCESSFUL IN PREVENTING THE AUCTIONING OF THESE 
GOODS AND IN GETTING STORAGE CHARGES EITHER ELIMINATED 
OR REDUCED. 

6. ABOVE INFORMATION OBTAINED FROM PORT DIRECTOR TAWELI 
AND PORT CAPTAIN BUDDOURA. 
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